2nd International Conference Modern Sacred Icon in the World
September 25-28th, 2012

Dear friends!  
We would like to invite you to take part in 2nd international conference Modern Sacred Icon in the World on September 25-28, 2012 in St. Petersburg, Russia. The conference will last for 4 days and will include presentations, round-table discussions, several icon-painting workshops and excursions to the objects with contemporary icon-painting works. 
The personal exhibition of modern icons and frescoes of the world-known Greek icon-painter GEORGIOS KORDIS s held on September 20-30th, 2012 just a bit earlier than the Conference will commence its work. Kordis is the professor of Byzantine Art at the Athens University and a world famous icon-painter, who painted many Churches worldwide and carried many icon-painting workshops.
There are no such events in the world and we watch the great interest among the specialists. 
The Conference Modern Sacred Icon in the World is an independent event providing equal opportunities for debating and exchanging opinions with all participants. The value you can get if you attend the conference is as follows:
· You will gain new knowledge that you can apply in practice. Last year, about 30 representatives from 10 countries shared their experience
· You will have the opportunity to tell about you and your work
· You can see work of eight icon-painters at workshops
· You will be able to see work of internal workshops of the Alexander Nevsky Lavra in St. Petersburg
· If you prepare your questions, you can get answers to them in the debates
· You will be able to make new interesting contacts and discuss the subjects you are interested in
· You will see several modern facilities of the temple construction in Russia
· You could meet with the manufacturers of products for icon painters and supporting associations and organizations.
Discussions of the 2nd conference are devoted to questions like:
· Is the icon of the object of the art,
· New iconography,
· The interior of the modern Orthodox Church: Is it possible revival of the ideal model,
· Whole egg tempera technique,
· The Mission of the icon in the West and the revival of icon painting traditions etc
The conference idea and the event is supported by the St. Petersburg Eparchy, international icon-painting society Eikona, Italian institute of Culture, Italian association of catholic iconography, The Holy Trinity Alexander Nevsky Lavra, as well as by icon-painters, art experts and lecturers from many countries. The event is carried with blessing of Vladimir, the Metropolitan of St. Petersburg and Ladoga
The booklet with all reports texts will be released by the date of the conference. We expect about 150-200 participants including leading icon-painters, priests, art experts, architects and other specialists from such countries like Russia, Italy, France, Greece, USA, UK, Canada, Great Britain, Romania, Serbia etc. The official languages of the Conference are Russian, English and Italian.
Among the SPEAKERS are:
· Dmitry Mironenko (Russia)
· Irina Yazykova (Russia)
· Don Gianluca Busi (Italy)
· Alexander Kopirovsky (Russia)
· Vladimir Grigorenko (USA)
· Giancarlo Pellegrini (Italy)
· Georgios Kordis (Greece)
· Alexandru Koman (Romania)
· Christ J. Kamages (Greece/USA)
· Elias Damianakis (USA)
· Alexander Chashkin (Russia) and others
The conference is fee-based. The fee is (per person):
· EUR 330 (without accommodation)
· EUR 250 (online, watch live streaming conference online)
· EUR 930 (all-inclusive) 
Participants pay the visa and travel costs to St. Petersburg. Regarding visas, from our side we are ready to provide a visa invitation and the guarantee letter (required for visa obtaining) for you, if needed.
Please, do not hesitate to contact us in case of any questions at director@versta-k.ru or office@versta-k.ru
The information about this Conference as well as about the first one hold in September 2011 is available at: http://www.versta-k.ru/en/conference/
To register, please, contact:
Phone: +7 (812) 386-6401
Phone: + 7 911 965 2462, Elena
Phone: +7 952 215 7876, Natalia
E-mail: director@versta-k.ru 
Internet: http://www.versta-k.ru/en/conference 

With best regards,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Natalya Loseva, Deputy Director of Kolomenskaya Versta
Modern Sacred Icon in the World project manager

