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The Types of Syllabi for Teaching Greek as Second/Foreign 
Language at the Advanced Level

G. Gavriilidou
School of Modern Greek Language — Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, 

Thessaloniki, Greece
ggavriil@smg.auth.gr

The Types of Syllabi for Teaching Greek as Second/Foreign Language at the Advanced Level
This paper aims at presenting the process of designing 
syllabi for general purposes and for general academic 
purposes for the foreign students (level C1-C2) who study 
at the School of Modern Greek Language (Aristotle Uni-
versity of Thessaloniki). The two different categories 
of students will be mentioned together with the differ-
ent teaching framework concerning Greek as second/
foreign language. A detail reference follows concerning 
the purpose and the role of the syllabus and the differ-
ent types of syllabi are listed according to the teaching 
circumstances. The differences and similarities between 
the two syllabi will be highlighted as well as the con-
ditions that led to their design aiming at developing 
of the appropriate skills.

Keywords: teaching Greek as second/foreign language, 
syllabus for general purposes, syllabus for general aca-
demic purposes, types of syllabi, advanced level
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The Word De  nitional Ability of Pupils in Primary School
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The Word Definitional Ability of Pupils in Primary School

The present study is concerned with the ability to de-
 ne words produced by pupils of primary school. 

In particular, the preferred type of de  nition per step 
is studied, as well as the in  uence of variables such 
as the part of speech (noun, adjective, verb) [Johnson 
& Anglin 1995], the way of morphological structure 
of words (simple and compound words), the seman-
tic features (speci  c and abstract nouns) [Gavriilidou 
2015] and age [Benelli 1988]. The sample consisted 
of seventy-one (71) pupils who were asked to de  ne 



44

. 

orally 16 words. Marinellie & Johnson’s Protocol [2002, 
2004] was adopted for the coding and grading of re-
sponses. De nitions were scored on a ve-point scale 
along a continuum consistent that re  ects the develop-
mental path of the de  nitions. The  ndings can be used 
in the direct vocabulary teaching, which is essential 
for students in order to acquire a basic vocabulary cov-
ering basic communication needs. Also, the word de  ni-
tion categories resulting from this research can be inte-
grated into the techniques of learning meaningful words 
in the target language and also be included in textbooks 
of teaching Greek as a second foreign language (depend-
ing on age or other variables).

Keywords: definition, word, pupils, primary school, vo-
cabulary, teaching
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Breyten Breytenbach’s concept of “Middle World”, 
a poetic and existential metaphor for intercultural space 
in conditions of intensi  ed globalization, serves here 
as an analytic platform for the approach of Cavafy’s 
work. Many aspects of the poet’s life and work con-
stitute actually a deixis of this kind of stance. Falling 
under the wider spectrum of post-colonial studies, this 
notion revisits all aspects of a certain belonging: ethni-
cal or spatial, linguistic, political etc de  ning its subjects 
(or uncitizens) by what they are not or no longer, rather 
than by what they oppose or even reject. Cavafy’s poems 
offer an eloquent mapping of this sort of hybridization.
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Teaching Greek as a Foreign Language in International Study Programmes: the Co-operation of the Center for the Study of the Hellenic Language and Culture at the University of Ioannina with Beijing Foreign Studies University

An international inter-institutional educational pro-
gramme on Greek as a foreign language was organ-
ised at the Center for the Study of the Hellenic Lan-
guage and Culture at the University of Ioannina. 
The programme was addressed to the  rst year students 
of the Department of Greek Language at the Beijing 
Foreign Studies University who aimed to learn the lan-
guage. By the end of the programme, the students 
had to participate successfully in the exams for the Cer-
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The social and political changes internationally, as well 
as the immigrant (and more recently refugee)  ows in-
creased the need for teaching Greek as a second/foreign 
language. Moreover, the dominance of image and digi-
tal media changed the meaning of literacy. Any teach-
ing material ought to follow these developments. This 
paper refers to different levels of language pro  ciency 
and how each is presented within the teaching mate-
rial and teaching process, including the development 
of the four language skills shown with real examples 
from current textbooks.
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Creative Writing and Teaching Greek as a Second / Foreign Language
Creative Writing has been established both as a scienti  c 
 eld and a teaching practice not only to invite litera-

ture’s contribution but also for the creative production 
of speech and the acquisition of linguistic and writing 
skills. However, as far as the teaching of foreign lan-
guages in Greece, as well as Greek to foreigners in non-
Greek languages is concerned, Creative Writing activities 
are not yet systematically implemented. In this context, 
the present proposal aims to introduce creative writing 
techniques for  a course in Greek language as a second / 
foreign language. The aim is to familiarize and test chil-
dren or adults in different, originative activities of con-
tinuous speech writing, as well as to teach Greek in an in-
teresting and effective way. Creative Writing activities 
that aim at cultivating speci  c language skills, identi-
 ed through the assessment scale of the Common Eu-

ropean Framework of Reference for Languages, are be-
ing suggested. This framework offers similar references 
highlights the importance of the aesthetic and playful 
use of language and also uses the term Creative Writing 
to describe a diversity of writing productions.

Keywords: Creative Writing, language skills, literature, 
writing skills
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Intercultural Education, the Project Method: «Greek and Russian Songs in the Eurovision Song Contest 1994–1995»

An applied example of a music-based project is pre-
sented as a language teaching method. Taking into con-
sideration the theoretical framework from the bibliogra-
phy the example explores and analyzes the steps of tar-
geting, designing and assessment as done in practice 
by the students and the teacher who dealt with the Eu-
rovision music competition and the Russian and Greek 
participations of the years 1994 and 1995 (e.g. the-
matic motives, aesthetics, perception). The project 
was a way to end the thematic union Music and Dance 
during the winter semester 2018–2019 and gave 
the chance to the students to become creative and prac-
tice the new vocabulary.
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Teaching Modern Greek to Hellenists: Jules David’s Case
In this paper the book “A short Parallel of ancient Greek 
and modern or simple Greek language” [1820] by French 
Hellenist Jules David, is presented, within its social and 
historical context. This book, written in the period of 
the preparation for the Greek War of Independence, is 
a Method of teaching Modern Greek as a Second/For-
eign Language, to a special audience of people familiar 
with ancient Greek. It is also a Grammar which moves 
within all the language levels and a declaration concern-
ing the progressive, for the era, linguistic choices of the 
writer. The book is presented from the point of view of 
phonology, morphology, syntax and semasiology; the 
examples used by the writer are studied from a linguistic 
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and cultural point of view. The manual is also studied 
comparatively with Jules David’s next book, «Méthode 
pour apprendre la langue grecque moderne» [1821], ad-
dressed to a different target group of French speaking 
public, in which the linguistic choices of the writer, as 
well as his methodology, prove evolution, maturity, and 
an important language experience acquired in the soci-
ety of Smyrna of his time. 

Keywords: Modern Greek as second/foreign language, 
Special audience, Hellenists, social context
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Ancient Laments and Dirges: Continuities and Discontinuities

In Homeric poetry there are mourning songs, female 
gooi, which are quite different from threnoi attributed 
to professional mourners. This distinction is also clear 
in tragedy, where both forms of lament can be found. 
The norms of the ancient female gooi are traced 
in the contemporary dirges, sung until nowadays in some 
mountain areas of Greece. 

Keywords: lament, female discourse, mourning, norms, 
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Writing in the second or foreign language (L2) is a com-
plex process related to the degree of language acqui-
sition. For the successful completion, writing requires 
the activation of a set of skills. This article initially 
introduces the dif  culties faced by non native speak-
ers in writing and suggests techniques for the improve-
ment of their performance. In the sec nd part of the ar-
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cation. mphasis is given on the examination conducted 
by the Centre for the Greek Language for the certi  ca-
tion of attainment in Greek. The article ends with ref-
erence to the ability for automated scoring of writing 
[Fulcher 2013] as a possible future perspective.
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E-Learning And Modern Greek As A L2: E-Learning Resources Overview And Task Design For Computer Mediated Communication
This article is addressed to teachers who are inter-
ested in enriching a regular classroom course of Mod-
ern Greek as a L2 with multimedia and online tools, 
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in the context of a web-facilitated class. The  rst part 
of the article is a short review of Computer Assisted 
Language Learning and the current trends. The second 
part discusses the typology of online language learning 
and gives an overview of free online materials and e-
learning environments presently available for Modern 
Greek as an L2 for adults, selected according to speci  c 
criteria. The last part presents tasks, which are carried 
out with the use of interactive tools, such as the forum 
(Computer Mediated Communication), in the context 
of task-based learning. 

Keywords: Greek as a L2, communication and informa-
tion technologies, internet, computer assisted language 
learning, computer mediated communication, social 
networks, forum, task-based learning
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GENRES AND MULTILITERACIES IN TEACHING GREEK 
AS L2 FOR ACADEMIC PURPOSES

Ch. Takouda
School of Modern Greek Language, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece

christak@smg.auth.gr
Genres and Multiliteracies in Teaching Greek as L2 for Academic Purposes

The School of Modern Greek Language is an institu-
tion of Greek tertiary education which provides spe-
ci  c courses of academic literacy to foreign students, 
for up to six semesters of their studies as well as tailor 
made programs of immersion into the Greek academic 
discourse. We present a syllabus related to genres and lit-
eracies practiced in Greek as L2 at an advanced level, 
as they appear at the last two semesters of language 
teaching to foreign students of the Aristotle Univer-
sity of Thessaloniki. We propose a genre-based teach-
ing approach, in  uenced by multiliteracies pedagogy. 
Our aim is to prepare foreign students of Greek universi-
ties as future citizens of the world, where Greek language 
asserts its place in the universal academic dialogue.

Keywords: academic discourse, multiliteracies, genre 
pedagogy
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Moodle Platform as a Tool for Assessment and Teaching Greek as a Second/Foreign Language

New technologies have changed teaching, class man-
agement and teaching material development. Educa-
tional platforms such as Moodle are common prac-
tice, uniting people with the same learning objectives 
from all over the world in online communities. This 
paper presents the use of Moodle as a tool for lan-
guage assessment through the creation and application 
of an online placement test at the School of Modern 
Greek Language of the Aristotle University of Thessa-
loniki and the use of Moodle in teaching Greek within 
the framework of teaching material development for B1 
level online courses.
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